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Palm Sunday1
 

March 27 & 28, 2021 

 

Jesus Carries Our Cross: Glory. 

 

 

 

Prelude 

 

Opening Hymn Hosanna, Loud Hosanna 

Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship 130 

 

 

 
 
 Palm Sunday: For 1700 years, the Christian Church has celebrated Palm Sunday – the festival that 

opens Holy Week – with “Hosannas” and palm branches. The season of Lent begins with an almost equal 

focus on the sinner and the Savior. But beginning on Palm Sunday and continuing to increase in intensity 

throughout Holy Week, the focus is on Christ1 – the Messiah, our Eternal King, who comes in the name 

of the Lord. As with the rest of the Sundays in Lent, the liturgical color for Palm Sunday is purple. 

 

The events of Palm Sunday are rooted in ancient symbolism. The donkey that Jesus rode on would have 

been viewed as an animal of humility, ridden by a king when he wanted to emphasize that he was coming 

in peace rather than waging war. Palm branches were used to cover the path of someone thought worthy 

of the highest honor (see also 2 Kings 9:13). Of the four Gospel writers, only John specifically identifies 

the branches that were laid in Jesus’ path as palm branches. In Jesus’ time, the palm branch symbolized 

hope, life, and victory. These link to Revelation 7:9, where John sees a heavenly multitude of saints 

standing before the throne of the Lamb and holding palm branches.  
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M: In the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

M: Dear friends in Christ, for five weeks of Lent we have been preparing for the celebration of our 

Lord’s redeeming work. Today we come together to begin the solemn celebration of Holy 

Week. Christ entered in triumph into his own city to complete his work as our Messiah: to 

suffer, die, and rise again. Let us remember with devotion his entry into Jerusalem that 

culminated at the empty tomb and follow him with a lively faith. United with him by baptism, 

we share in his resurrection and new life. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 

 

C: Hosanna in the highest!  
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GATHERING RITE FOR PALM SUNDAY 

 

M: I will sing to the LORD, for he is highly exalted. The LORD is a warrior, the LORD is his name. 

 

C: Your right hand, O LORD, was majestic in power. Your right hand, O LORD, shattered the 

enemy. 

 

M: Who among the gods is like you, O LORD? Who is like you – majestic in holiness, awesome in 

glory, working wonders?   Exodus 15: 1, 6, 11  

 

 

 

M: For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he 

became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich.  2 Corinthians 8:9 

 

C: We see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, now crowned with glory and 

honor because he suffered death,  
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M: so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone.  Hebrews 2:9 

 

(sung) Humbled for a season  

 To receive a name 

 From the lips of sinners  

 Unto whom he came, 

 Faithfully he bore it  

 Spotless to the last, 

 Brought it back victorious  

 When from death he passed. 

 

M: Too often, we live for ourselves and not for Christ who died for us. Therefore, let us approach 

God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to 

forgive us. 

 

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. For faithless worrying and selfish 

pride, for sins of habit and sins of choice, for the evil I have done and the good I have 

failed to do, you should cast me away from your presence forever. O Lord, I am sorry for 

my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 

 

M:     Christ died for all and was raised again. Hear the word of Christ through his called servant: I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C:     Amen. 

 

(sung) In your hearts enthrone him;  

There let him subdue  

 All that is not holy,  

All that is not true. 

 Crown him as your captain  

In temptation’s hour; 

 Let his will enfold you  

In its light and pow’r. 

 

M: In the last days the mountain of the LORD’s temple will be established as chief among the 

mountains; it will be raised above the hills, and all nations will stream to it. 

 

C: Many peoples will come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the 

house of the God of Jacob.  



pg. 6 

 

M: “He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk in his paths.” Isaiah 2:2, 3 

 

(sung) Christians, this Lord Jesus  

Shall return again 

 In his Father’s glory,  

With his angel train; 

 For all wreaths of empire  

Meet upon his brow, 

 And our hearts confess him  

King of glory now. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

M: Let us pray. 

 We praise you, O God, for the great acts of love by which you have redeemed us through your 

Son, Jesus Christ. As he was acclaimed by those who scattered their garments and branches of 

palm in his path, so may we always hail him as our King and follow him with perfect 

confidence; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

THE WORD 

 

First Lesson Zechariah 9:9-10  

The King would come, but not with the glory that some expected. 

 

 Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion!  

 Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem!  

 See, your king comes to you,  

  righteous and having salvation,  

  gentle and riding on a donkey,  

  on a colt, the foal of a donkey.  

 I will take away the chariots from Ephraim  

  and the war-horses from Jerusalem,  

  and the battle bow will be broken.  

 He will proclaim peace to the nations.  

   His rule will extend from sea to sea  

  and from the River to the ends of the earth.  
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Psalm of the Day Psalm 24 

Believers joyfully welcome the King of glory. 

 

 

 The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it, 

  the world, and all who live in it; 

 

 for he founded it upon the seas 

  and established it upon the waters. 

 

 Who may ascend the hill of the LORD? 

  Who may stand in his holy place? 

 

 He who has clean hands and a pure heart, 

  he will receive blessing from God his Savior.  

 

 Refrain 

 

 Lift up your heads, O you gates; be lifted up, you ancient doors, 

  that the King of glory may come in. 

 

 Who is this King of glory? 

  The LORD strong and mighty, the LORD mighty in battle. 

 

 Lift up your heads, O you gates; lift them up, you ancient doors, 

  that the King of glory may come in. 

 

 Who is he, this King of glory? 

  The LORD Almighty – he is the King of glory.  
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 Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit, 

 as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

 

 Refrain 

 

Second Lesson Philippians 2:5-11  

Because Jesus humbled himself, he was also exalted in glory. 

 

 Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:  

   Who, being in very nature God,  

   did not consider equality with God something to be grasped,  

   but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant,  

   being made in human likeness.  

  And being found in appearance as a man,  

   he humbled himself and became obedient to death – even death on a cross!  

  Therefore God exalted him to the highest place  

   and gave him the name that is above every name,  

   that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,  

    in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  

   and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,  

   to the glory of God the Father.  

 

Verse of the Day 

 The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 

 

Please stand 

 

Gospel Mark 11:1-10 

Jesus, the King of glory, enters Jerusalem for the final time. 

 

 As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage and Bethany at the Mount of Olives, Jesus 

sent two of his disciples, saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and just as you enter it, you 

will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. If anyone asks you, 

‘Why are you doing this?’ tell him, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here shortly.’ ”  

 They went and found a colt outside in the street, tied at a doorway. As they untied it, some people 

standing there asked, “What are you doing, untying that colt?” They answered as Jesus had told them 

to, and the people let them go. When they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks over it, he sat   
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on it. Many people spread their cloaks on the road, while others spread branches they had cut in the 

fields. Those who went ahead and those who followed shouted,  

 “Hosanna!” 

 “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”  

 “Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!” 

 “Hosanna in the highest!” 

 

M:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

C:  Praise be to you, O Christ.  

 

Be seated  

 

Anthem  Hosanna! Blessed Is He  

Grade K5  by Michael Bedford  

 

 Hosanna! Blessed is he, hosanna!  

 Blessed is he who comes,  

 Who comes in the name of the Lord! 

 Hosanna! Blessed is he, hosanna! 

 Blessed is he who comes,  

 Who comes in the name of the Lord! 

 

 Carry him now, little donkey,  

 Through the crowded street; 

 Carry him as the people  

 Lay palm branches at his feet. 

 

 Carry him now, little donkey,  

 Carry God’s only Son; 

 Carry him gently, donkey,  

 He is the holy One. 

 

 Hosanna! Blessed is he, hosanna!  

 Blessed is he who comes,  

 Who comes in the name of the Lord! 

 Hosanna! Blessed is he, hosanna! 

 Blessed is he who comes,  

 Who comes in the name of the Lord!  
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Hymn of the Day Ride On, Ride On in Majesty 

 Christian Worship 133 

 

Sermon Zechariah 9:9, 10 

The Only True King 

 

Please stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

  

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended 

into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he 

will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
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Be seated 

 

Offering     

 

The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work  

in our community and around the world, and our offerings are  

a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically, 

 scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,  

you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering. 

 

Please stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 

M: Lord Jesus Christ, you humbled yourself for our salvation. Give to each of us and to every 

member of your Church a confident faith in your love for us. 

 

C: During this Holy Week and throughout our lives, grant that we might humbly entrust 

ourselves and all those whom you place in our lives to you. 

 

M: Lord Jesus Christ, you promised that when you were lifted up, you would draw all people to 

yourself. Work through your Word to create saving faith in those who do not yet know you. 

 

C: Give us the courage to speak of you, our King, who comes righteous and having 

salvation. By the power of your Gospel, put faith-filled “hosannas” into the mouths of 

people who now live without you. 

 

M: Lord Jesus Christ, in love for us you became obedient to death, even death on a cross. Teach us 

to look to you in every temptation. 

 

C: Give us the strength to resist the devil and our own sinful desires, to obey your 

commandments, and to care for all people as you care for us. 

 

M: Lord Jesus Christ, during this Holy Week, you call us to follow you through your sufferings, 

death, and resurrection. 

 

C: Bless the service of all those who proclaim your Word, that your flock would be fed and 

your glory revealed.  

http://www.sjtosa.org/giving
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 Special prayers and intercessions may follow 

 

M: Lord Jesus Christ, you emptied yourself and took on our human nature that you might present 

us to your Father as a holy people. Where we stumble, lift us up. Where we are afraid, give us 

joy. 

 

C: Walk with us through this Holy Week as we gaze with sorrow and contrition on your 

suffering and death. Keep before our eyes the sure and certain hope of your resurrection. 

Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread.  

 Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  

 Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Hymn No Tramp of Soldiers’ Marching Feet 

 Christian Worship Supplement 716 
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Please stand 

 

M: Lord God, our heavenly Father, you sent your Son to earth to offer full and complete payment 

for the sins of the world. As he entered Jerusalem to the shouts of “Hosanna,” so also hear our 

prayers and save us by your mercy. Bless the preaching of your Word and in our words and 

actions graciously grant us the opportunity to proclaim our triumphant King, Jesus Christ, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen.  
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M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and      give you peace.  

 

C: Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Closing Hymn The King of Glory Comes 

Christian Worship 363 

 

 

Announcements 

 

Postlude  
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Serving at Worship 

 

Preacher Pastor Joel Leyrer 

 

Presiding Minister Pastor Eric Schroeder 

 

Musician Carmen Rupprecht, piano (Saturday) 

 Dr. William Braun, organ (Sunday)  

 

 

In Our Prayers 
 

• Donna Ibisch, hospitalized at Froedtert. 
 

• Carol Markgraf, recovering from successful shoulder surgery on Wednesday. 

  

 
Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved) 

 “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna” Text and tune public domain. 

“At the Name of Jesus” Text public domain. Tune © 1931 Oxford University Press. 

“Psalm 24” Tune Richard Proulx © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc. Tone © 1993 Northwestern  

 Publishing House. 

 “Hosanna! Blessed Is He” Text © 2000 Choristers Guild. 

 “Ride On, Ride On in Majesty” Text and tune public domain.  

“No Tramp of Soldiers’ Marching Feet” Text © 1984 Hope Publishing Company. Tune © 2006 

Northwestern Publishing House. 

 “The King of Glory Comes” Text © 1973 United Church press. Tune public domain.  

“I Know That My Redeemer Lives” Text and tune public domain.  
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Parents’ Preview for April 4 
 

The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,  

or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their 

children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.  

 

“I Know That My Redeemer Lives” stanza 1 

(Christian Worship 152) 
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Holy Week Worship Schedule 
 

April 1 – Maundy Thursday 

Worship with Holy Communion at 3:30 (broadcast online) and 6:45 p.m. 

 
April 2 – Good Friday 

Worship with Holy Communion at 1:00 (broadcast online) and 3:00 p.m. 

Tenebrae worship at 6:45 p.m. (broadcast online) 

 

April 4 – Easter Sunday 

Sunrise worship at 6:00 a.m. (broadcast online) 

Festival worship at 8:00 (broadcast online), 9:15 and 10:30 a.m. 
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Readings for the Week of Palm Sunday 
 

  

M 1 Peter 2:21-24 John 12:1-36 

T 1 Timothy 6:12-14 John 12:37-50 

W Jeremiah 15:15 Luke 22:1-6 

R Maundy Thursday   

F Good Friday   

S 1 Peter 3:17-22 Matthew 27:57-66 
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The Mission of our Church 
 

As God’s people gathered together at St. John’s, 
we live to declare the praises of our Savior God 
who called us out of the darkness of sin into the 
light of his grace. 
 
As 21st century disciples of Jesus, we reflect the 
light of God’s love by: 

 
Making worship of our Savior the  
top priority in our lives 
 

Growing in our faith through daily  
contact with God’s Word 

 

Fostering Christian friendships for  
mutual encouragement and support 

 

Using our unique gifts to glorify God 
and serve God’s people 

 

Sharing the good news of God’s 
forgiving love with others 
 

 

 

Pastors 
 

Pastor Joel Leyrer 

joel.leyrer@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Eric Schroeder 

eric.schroeder@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Kyle Bitter 

kyle.bitter@sjtosa.org 

 
Chinese Outreach Pastor 
 

Pastor Joshua Yu 

joshua.yu@sjtosa.org 

 
School Principal 
 

Mr. Dan Markgraf 

dan.markgraf@sjtosa.org 

 
Church Office 
 

7809 Harwood Ave 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-7831 

church@sjtosa.org 

 
School Office 
 

1278 Dewey Avenue 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-4214 

school@sjtosa.org   

 

 

 

 

Worship Services  Worship in Chinese 
 

Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.  Saturdays at 7:00 p.m. 
Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 
sjtosa.org sjtosa.org 


